HOSPITAL MEETINGS, &C.
METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND.
The annual general meeting of constituents of the above fund was held at the Old Council Chamber, Guildhall, E.C., on Monday, 14th inst. In the unavoidable absence of the Lord Mayor, who was to have presided, Archdeacon Sinclair was voted to the chair.
The Bishop of Stepney proposed " That the report of the Council for the year 1896 is hereby received and approved." It was, he said, a great pleasure to propose the adoption of a report which was in all respects so satisfactory. With the exception of last year, which was in all ways an exceptional one, the total receipts had never, till 1896, reached ?46,000, and the number of contributing congregations had never been so large ; in fact, since 1873 this number had been steadily increasing, and it had now reached a total of 1,811. Further, the amounts received from congregations had never reached so large a total as this year. When they looked into this increase in the number of congregations one very satisfactory point was apparent. In the abstract people might say that of course the large and wealthy congregations all joined in in the first year, and the increase had been caused by small congregations coming in. It might also be supposed that the fund was started with great enthusiasm, and great efforts were made at the beginning. Further, it must be remembered that in the year 1873, property of many kinds was in a much more 
